








The NRSA builds on a series of local plans and through the proposed economic empowerment
actions, aims to support implementation of recommendations within the following plans:

e The 2016 Dr. Martin Luther King Corridor Study outlines recommendations to build an
equitable economy in this area. Inclusion of part of this corridor in the target area creates
a stronger connection between commercial and residential activities, and if market
activity improves, could generate additional funding through its CRA.

e 2006 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. & Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization
Plan, which makes recommendations to fuse tourism and culture. These plans articulate a
common need for revitalization and community visions developed in consultation with
residents. In particular, the vision for the corridor complements the objectives and
approach within this report: It calls for “providing housing for a mix of incomes and a
variety of building types allowing for diverse lifestyle options and incomes to live in the
same neighborhood [and] creating a more upwardly mobile community with programs
assisting local residents and businesses” and associated actions like more flexible land-
use standards.

Public participation process

The City of Fort Myers convened the Place-Based Investment Working Group at three meetings
between November 2016 and February 2017. These meetings were attended by stakeholders
from cross-sector organizations with both subject-matter expertise in affordable housing and
economic development and experiential knowledge of the NRSA. Representatives from the 21st
Century Collaboration, Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce, Community Redevelopment
Agency, Lee County, and City of Fort Myers, among other organizations, participated in the
working group meetings.

The working group provided strategic direction related to identifying local challenges and
strengths, setting goals, and prioritizing strategies for the NRSA. Notes from these meetings are
included in Appendix C.

Key challenges, priority goals, and economic empowerment actions were further refined through
the public input process conducted in conjunction with development of the City’s FY18 Annual
Action Plan.
















































Map 3. Land use within Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area, City of Fort Myers, FL
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Assets located in or near NRSA
1. Unit A Contemporary Art Space Legend
2. Imaginarium Science Center 10. Church of God 18. St. Mary Missionary Baptist Church 26. Clemente Park
3. McCallum Hall 11. Trinity United Methodist Church 19. House of Prayer Apostolic Faith Church  27. Quality of Life Center of Southwest Flarida D NRSA boundary P
4. McCutcheon Park 12. Fort Myers Church of God-Faith 20. Dream Center {planned project) 28. Dunbar-Jupiter Hammon Public Library -
5. Mt. Olive AME Church 13. STARS Complex 21. Loo Gounty Afternative Centor 29. Dunbar Community School [0 MLK Redevelopment District
6. Friendship Baptist Church 14. Franklin Park Magnet School 22. Fellowship Church of God 30. Royal Palm Exceptional Center 5
7. Mount Hermon Church 15. Full Gospel Assembly 23. Reaching for the Sky sculpture 31. Dunbar Park Publically controlled land |-
8. St. Phillip CME Church 18. Jerusalem Church of God-Christ 24. Community Cooperative Soup Kitchen ~ 32. Southwest Florida Enterprise Center - Park Locator map
9. St. John First Missionary Baptist 17. Dunbar High School 25. Friendship Church-God & Christ 33. Housing Authority of Fort Myers

Map 6. Assets in or near Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area, City of Fort Myers, FL
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NRSA City
No. Percent No. Percent
Labor force participation (among 16+ year olds)
In labor force 1,987 55% 28,379 53%
Employed 1,461 40% 24,325 45%
Unemployed 526 15% 4,030 8%
Not in labor force 1,627 45% 25,088 47%
Housing costs
Median rent $683 $810
Median home value $66,250 $138,500
Housing stock
Median year structure built 1976 1991
Total unit built before 1980 1,032 54% 12,978 36%
Single family (attached & detached) 1,419 74% 16,029 45%
Multifamily - 2 units 308 16% 1,088 3%
Multifamily - 3 or 4 units 123 6% 1,962 5%
Multifamily - 5 to 9 units 25 1% 3,098 9%
Multifamily - 10 to 19 units 20 1% 5,314 15%
Multifamily - 20 or more units 32 2% 7,709 21%
Total multifamily units 508 26% 19,171 53%
Mobile homes 0 0% 660 2%
Unsafe structures (per square mile) 22 1% 3 0.01%
Housing tenure
Occupied units 1,525 79% 23,847 66%
Vacant units 402 21% 12,033 34%
Owner-occupied units 798 41% 11,241 31%
Renter-occupied units 727 38% 12,606 35%
Housing cost-burdens and insecurity
Housing insecure renters 595 39% 4,787 20%
Housing insecure owners 149 10% 1,811 8%
Other housing problems
Overcrowded units 115 8% 773 3%
Incomplete facilities 267 14% 1,872 5%

Sources: 2014 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates; 2012 Comprehensive

Housing Affordability Strategy; City of Fort Myers
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